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meaning," a wearisome account of the long and hopeless
struggle of a weak dependency with an infinitely more powerful
nation and state. But the series of events which constitutes
Irish History is of no ordinary interest to the true historical
student and to thinkers and statesmen worthy of the name.
The annals of few countries so clearly illustrate the evident
sequence of cause and effect in the evolution of the life and
the fortunes of a misruled, backward, and most ill fated com-
munity. Irish History, especially when contrasted with that
of England, shows most strikingly how calamitous were the
effects, in the Middle Ages, of the complete absence of a
strong monarchy and a strong central government from a land
abandoned to feudal oppression and to Celtic tribal disorder
and discord. It shows very plainly how ill it may be when a
people much superior in civilisation and wealth tries to rule
a people inferior in these respects; how misconceptions and
fatal mistakes may follow; how efforts to extend the domain
of good government may lead to gross and far-spreading
injustice. It illustrates only too vividly how terrible may be
the results of conquest carried out piecemeal, through long
spaces of time, and of wholesale confiscation following in its
train; and it signally proves how dreadful may be the issue of
conflicts in which a feeble subject race defies the power of a
great ruling State, in times of fierce religious and national
passion. It indicates, on the other hand, how infatuated are
attempts such as these; especially when the weaker people is
torn by intestine broils and divisions, and, while it beards an
enemy tenfold in strength, throws its chances away in its
insensate quarrels. Irish History places in the fullest light the
evils of wrong done in the name of religion; of a system of
government framed on the principle of the ascendency of a
mere sect; of society formed, in all its parts, on the domination
of a small caste, and on the denial of right to a conquered
people; of the divisions of race and faith rending a community